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Section A

Study the online advertisement (Text 1) and the social media post (Text 2) and answer Questions 1–4 
in the Question Paper.

Text 1 is taken from an online advertisement for the 53rd anniversary of Earth Day.

We still have a chance to make a big difference.

The 53rd anniversary of Earth Day on Saturday, 22 April 2023, will offer a week of online events, 
stories, and resources.

Text 2 is taken from a social media post on the 53rd Anniversary of Earth Day.

When I realised ‘Heart’ and ‘Earth’ were spelt with the same letters, everything started to make 
sense to me! I really think that if we work collectively for sustainability, meaningful and permanent 
change will happen. So, let’s all take a moment and pledge our solidarity with the planet. Happy 53rd 
#EarthDay!
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Section B 

Text 3

The text below is the account of a long-distance swimmer who relates what happened during a 
memorable training session in an outdoor swimming pool when she was just nine years old.

Read the text carefully and answer Questions 5–14 in the Question Paper.

1 ‘Please, Coach, let us get out,’ pleaded three purple-lipped eight-year-olds in lane two. 
Coach scowled at my teammates clinging to the swimming pool wall. Usually this was 
enough to motivate them. But today was different. Coach despised being challenged. He 
jogged across the deck; his fist clenched, his thick shoulders hunched against the wind. 
Anger flashed in his icy blue eyes. I wanted to see what fate awaited the boys. 5

2 Coach shouted, ‘Swim!’ No one budged. They were shaking, teeth chattering. More 
teammates were stopping at the wall. Coach looked at the sky, then at his watch, deciding 
what to do. He shouted, ‘Okay. We’ll do two hours of calisthenics instead.’ My teammates 
leaped out of the pool, scurried across the deck, grabbed towels, and headed to the locker-
room. 10

3 I hated doing calisthenics with the team. Usually we did them after swimming: sit-ups, push-
ups and leg extensions (hundreds of each). Coach counted and we had to keep pace with 
him. Between each set of repetitions, he gave us a one-minute break, but if anyone fell off 
pace or did the exercises incorrectly, he made us start the set all over again. I wasn’t averse 
to working hard; I liked the challenge of staying on pace, but I detested being punished for 
someone else’s laziness. 

15

4 When I asked Coach if I could stay in the pool, he looked at me incredulously. I insisted I’d 
be fine, desperate to convince him. Because I kept swimming, I constantly created body 
heat, and so stayed warm. Before he could reply, Coach, distracted by uproarious laughter, 
hurried towards the locker-room. I was thrilled. I loved swimming at my own pace, alone in 
my own lane, with no one kicking water in my face, and no one behind tapping my toes. It 
was a feeling of buoyant freedom. 

20

5 Swimming into a storm was even better; waves were rushing around me, lifting me, and 
tossing me from side to side. I felt vibrations rattle through me from the wind howling, 
slamming against the chain-link fence echoing the clanging of warning bells. It resembled 
an approaching tornado, only without the funnel cloud. I wondered briefly if I should climb 
out of the water. But I pushed that thought away – I was so immersed in unbridled energy 
and supernatural beauty. My world was reduced to the blur of my arms stroking as a cold, 
driving rain began. The raindrops that hit my lips tasted sweet; I delighted in the sensations. 
I wanted to see what would happen next. Huge hailstones blasted my hands, neck, and 
shoulders. I winced and tried to squeeze into a ball, hoping it would be over soon. The hail 
transformed into a heavy rain. As I hauled my arms through the water, it struck me that the 
pool was like a giant bowl of icy porridge. 

25

30
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6 That day, by putting myself in a situation different from everyone else’s, I had experienced 
something unique. As I watched the storm gather force, the awesome power and terrible 
beauty of nature became apparent to me. Being in the water during that storm made me feel 
a part of the physical world, somehow connected to it. I saw my mum waiting in the car park. 
I climbed out of the pool and floated towards her. She enveloped me in the warmth of a large 
towel; I sank into the comfort of her arms as she asked, ‘How long have you been swimming 
in this storm?’

‘The whole time,’ I said dreamily. ‘It was the best workout ever.’

Rubbing my back gently, she murmured, ‘Someday, you’re going to swim across the English 
Channel*.’ My heart skipped a beat.

35

40

*  The English Channel is a section of the Atlantic Ocean that separates England from France.  
The distance across the English Channel is 34 kilometres.  
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Section C 

Text 4 

In the article below, experts explain what the ‘Jurassic Park’ films got wrong about dinosaurs. 

Read the article carefully and answer Questions 15–20 in the Question Paper.

1 Jurassic Park was released in 1993 though many of the images of dinosaurs it featured 
remain imprinted on our consciousness today; most are far from scientifically accurate, 
however. Most controversial for palaeontologists (experts in fossilised species) is the 
depiction of Dilophosaurus, portrayed cinematically as a green monster, comparable in 
size to a human, which could blind unsuspecting victims with venom at the unfolding of its 
characteristic colourful frill. In the filmmakers’ defence, when the original film was made, 
much remained unknown about dinosaurs. Since then, researchers have uncovered 
countless fossils, changing perceptions about how dinosaurs actually looked, sounded, and 
acted. 

5

2 Research shows that Dilophosaurus loomed far larger than its Hollywood counterpart, 
reaching lengths of seven metres and weighing around 400 kilogrammes. Instead of relying 
on venom as a form of attack, it used its powerful jaws to rip into other dinosaurs. Similarly, 
in the films, T. rex is depicted as losing contact with the ground when running. Although 
it probably had a long stride, which would have enabled it to reach speeds of 20 to 40 
kilometres per hour, it would always have had at least one leg on the ground. It is extremely 
unlikely that T. rex could have outpaced a fast-moving Jeep as in the films. It would have 
been possible to correct these misleading images in the later films in the series, but the 
filmmakers chose consistency over accuracy. The original dinosaurs set the stage for later 
depictions.

10

15

3 Most dinosaurs in the films had scales which were dull in colour. For palaeontologists, this 
is the biggest factual inaccuracy. Since Jurassic Park was released, palaeontologists have 
discovered that many dinosaurs likely had multi-coloured feathers. The filmmakers justified 
the absence of feathers in the later films claiming that feathered dinosaurs would not have 
met the expectations of thrill-seeking filmgoers.

20

4 How do scientists uncover the truth about dinosaurs? Evidence is typically sourced from 
imprints of feathers found in rock and sediment. Recently, however, researchers discovered 
samples containing a prehistoric parasite on feathers preserved in amber. From a find in 
Myanmar, scientists concluded that two feathers from approximately 100 million years ago 
belonged to a dinosaur which could not fly; further research may establish whether these 
feathers were the beginnings of wings. Scientists have not yet extracted DNA from fossils 
so, for now, cloning a T. rex remains a fantasy. Scientists’ knowledge of the feathers’ colours 
is based on extensive examinations of proteins in feathers, but limited to a few dinosaurs – 
the colour of the vast majority is still a mystery. Scientists hypothesise that feathers had an 
important display function in attracting potential mates; their tails could have helped them 
show off their feathers. Palaeontologists speculate that some dinosaurs may have had a 
neck frill, but there’s no definitive evidence for that. 

25

30

35
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5 Based on the best evidence available, recent researchers have suggested that the sound 
T. rex made was a terrifyingly ominous low rumble. Doubt remains as to whether T. rex 
ever roared. Light was shed on this when scientists conducted an experiment into the 
sound a duck-billed dinosaur made. They took a CAT-scan of its skull to obtain an image 
of the internal structure of its nose and made a prototype. By simulating air going through 
the ‘nose’, they concluded that it would have produced a deep sound. The films correctly 
portrayed dinosaurs as warm-blooded: this was indicated in one scene where Velociraptors 
– while hunting two children – breathed on a cold window, causing condensation. Although 
a 2014 study endorses this depiction, exactly where dinosaurs sit on the cold- to warm-
blooded spectrum – the degree to which they could regulate their internal temperatures – is 
still the subject of much debate.

40

45

6 Indominus rex – a fictional hybrid, which combined the characteristics of multiple species, 
such that the accuracy of its portrayal in the film could not be interrogated by scientists – 
was, predictably, the most accurate of them all! Of course, Jurassic Park is not intended to 
be a documentary. Ultimately, for many, the value of the films isn’t in their accuracy, but in 
the explosion of public interest in dinosaurs that they generated. 

50
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