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FORUM REPLY  
 
HOW T-SCORES ARE COMPUTED 
 
1. We refer to queries on how the PSLE T-score is derived by Chen Jia En 
(17 Oct 09) and Zhou Ming (12 Oct 09) published in Reader’s Chat on Lianhe 
Wanbao’s Forum Page.   
 
2. While a pupil’s grade for each subject indicates how well he has 
performed in the subject, his T-Score indicates how well he has performed 
relative to his peers in the subject. The Aggregate T-score, which is used for the 
purpose of posting pupils to a course in secondary school, is the sum of the T-
scores of all the subjects. 
 
3. The calculation of the subject T-score is based on the raw mark obtained 
[X], the average (mean) mark [m] and the spread of marks around the average 
mark (standard deviation) [s].  The following formula is used: 
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4. The T-scores obtained will have a mean value of 50 and standard 
deviation of 10 for each of the subjects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.seab.gov.sg/


SINGAPORE EXAMINATION AND ASSESSMENT BOARD (SEAB) 
 

5. Suppose the average mark (m) scored by all pupils in a particular subject 
is 60.0 and the standard deviation (s) is 14, then the calculation will be as shown 
below. 
 
Subject Q 
 

Pupil A Pupil B 

Mark in exam 
 

80 50 

T-Score 50 + 10 (80-60) 
            14.0 
 
= 64.29 
 

50 + 10 (50-60) 
            14.0 
 
= 42.86 
    

 
6. Chen Jia En asked if PSLE subject grades are determined on the same 
basis as for GCE O and A Levels. PSLE subject grades are determined based on 
the same principles used in the grading for GCE O and A Levels. Grade 
thresholds (A*, A, B, C etc) are determined based on the quality of the pupils' 
scripts, the difficulty of the paper and the comparative performance of students 
relative to past trends.   
 
7. We hope this has clarified how the T-score is derived. For further 
clarifications, the public can email in to raymond_lim@seab.gov.sg.  
 
8. The Board does review from time to time its methodologies in order to 
ensure that they remain relevant. 
 
Mr Raymond Lim, 
Director, Corporate Communications 
Singapore Examinations and Assessment Board  
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